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Abstract

The paintings of Juna Mahal in Dungarpur are a unique example of Rajasthan’s rich cultural heritage, artistic excellence,
and philosophical depth. This palace is not merely a historical structure but a living art gallery, where the murals on its walls
vividly portray the life, emotions, and aesthetic sensibilities of the past.Inside the palace, a wide variety of paintings can be
found, including religious narratives, scenes of royal life, hunting depictions, and representations of nature. Among these, the
shringarathemed (romantic and aesthetic) paintings are especially noteworthy. Located on the fifth floor, these artworks
present a subtle, balanced, and dignified expression of relationships between men and women. They depict love not merely
as physical attraction but as a blend of emotional depth, intimacy, and beauty. Their inspiration is rooted in the Indian
philosophical concept of Kama, which holds an important place among the four Purusharthas (goals of life).

From an artistic perspective, the lines in these paintings are extremely delicate, fluid, and lively. The artworks are divided
into small panels, where each panel presents an independent scene, yet together they form a cohesive narrative. The
backgrounds—featuring palace architecture, jharokhas (ornate windows), curtains, and decorative elements—are rendered
with fine detail, making the paintings more realistic and impactful. The use of colors is also highly symbolic: red represents
love and energy, green signifies peace and nature, blue conveys depth, and gold symbolizes grandeur. The harmonious
combination of these colors further enhances the overall beauty and appeal of the paintings.
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